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Linda Newstrom-Lloyd and Angus McPherson

TREES FOR BEES CORNER

The Ministry for Primary Industries’ Sustainable Farming Fund (SFF) has awarded a new grant to the Trees for Bees 
NZ research programme. Our new project will start on 1 July 2019 and run for three years until 30 June 2022. 

TREES FOR BEES IS SCALING 
UP PLANTING IN  
NEW ZEALAND

Our new project 2019 to 2022

The new grant will enable Trees for Bees to scale up active and widespread planting of bee 
forage and help to make establishment of bee forage plants a frequent and common practice 
throughout New Zealand. We are currently raising the required matching co-funding and 
welcome any contributions from the bee industry.  

Our new goals Through our new work

1.   To share knowledge with 
tech-transfer tools and 
training for scaling up 
planting the best bee 
forage plants throughout 
New Zealand.

•  Workshops, field days and conference presentations.

•   ‘How to’ booklets and best-practice guidelines for bee 
forage planting, including what to plant where and when. 

•   Basic design templates for different types of bee forage 
planting and land uses.

2.    To give easy access to 
our data and information 
on best bee plants that 
will enable balancing 
and targeting bee forage 
plantations.

•   Online tool for selecting plants, including flowering 
calendar tools and bee forage annual budget charts.

•   Online plant species databases and catalogues, including 
pollen information to assess apiary sites.

•  Multi-media promotion of bee forage planting.

3.   To increase and improve 
supply of best bee forage 
plants in the nursery 
trade, including new 
species not currently 
available.

•   Propagation and testing of new high-performance plant 
species that best fill spring and autumn flowering gaps. 

•   Labelling and promotion of best bee plants in wholesale 
and retail outlets with ‘bee friendly’ tags.

The New Zealand Trees for Bees 
Research Trust

To facilitate our work, we formed The 
New Zealand Trees for Bees Research 
Trust, incorporated on 14 February 2019. 
The formation of the Trust provides legal 
standing for our research and outreach, and 
a platform for further extending our work at 
the community level. A key advantage for all 
donors is that donations and co-funding are 
now tax deductible.

We have five Trustees: Ross Little (chair of 
Trees for Bees NZ), Linda Newstrom-Lloyd 
(Trees for Bees botanist), Angus McPherson 
(Trees for Bees farm planting adviser), Jeremy 
Williams (retired sheep and beef farmer), and 
Des Kavanagh (retired banker). Our Trustees 
have extensive experience to help run the 
Trust’s activities.

Ross Little is a retired sheep and beef farmer 
from Amberley, North Canterbury and has 
been chair of Trees for Bees since its inception 
in 2010. Ross is the interim chair for our Trust, 
and brings significant farming, local body and 
governance experience to the role. He has 15 
years of experience as an elected councillor 
for Environment Canterbury Regional Council 
and the Hurunui District Council. In 2011, 
Ross installed bee forage shelter belts and 
amenity plantings on his farm—our first 
demonstration farm for Trees for Bees.

Jeremy Williams is a retired farmer from 
Gisborne and was General Manager for 
Ingleby NZ LP from 2008 to 2018. Ingleby has 
been a strong supporter of Trees for Bees with 
a number of ongoing large-scale Trees for 
Bees demo farm sites. Since 2013, over 36,600 
bee plants have been installed by Ingleby 
NZ LP in the Gisborne and King Country 
regions. Jeremy not only has significant 
farming and Trees for Bees experience, but 
also governance experience through his 
involvement with a number of trusts.

Figure 1.  Honey bee foraging in dogwood flowers (Cornus controversa). Photo ©Trees for Bees. 
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Des Kavanagh is a retired banker from 
Hawke’s Bay, where he had extensive 
involvement with rural sector clients. In 
addition to his banking experience, Des has 38 
years of experience in governance positions as 
treasurer, secretary, and chair of committees in 
many different service societies.

The foundation of our work

Since its inception in 2009, Trees for Bees NZ 
has always aimed to integrate bee forage 
planting into farming operations without 
having to ask farmers or landowners to set 
aside land, spend extra money, or deal with 
high-maintenance plantings. Our research and 
outreach has continued for 10 years because 
the secret to our success is that we leverage 
the plantings that farmers and landowners 
are going to do anyway for other purposes. 
We simply ask them to incorporate suitable 
superior bee forage plants into the mix. 

So far, our farmers have planted over 60,000 
trees and shrubs on 25 demonstration farms. 
Landowners pay for the plants and installation 
and are often subsidised by government 
funding programs. Landowners are willing to 
prioritise good bee forage plants as part of the 
mix of what they are planting for shade and 
shelter, erosion control, riparian protection, 
amenity, pollination support, marginally 
productive land for honey harvesting and 
conservation of biodiversity to name a few. 

Many beekeepers are partnering with their 
landowners and farmers to actively improve 
their apiary sites and to save on the labour 
and costs of feeding supplements. Working 
together, they balance the bee feed budget 
(filling in gaps) and optimise bee nutrition 
(using superior bee plants) at the same time 
as benefitting farming, gardening, honey 
harvesting and other land uses. 

To help beekeepers work with landowners, 
Trees for Bees NZ distributes lists of best bee 
plants and booklets on how to plant, how 
to assess and improve apiary sites and how 
to target and balance a bee forage annual 
budget. Our candidate bee plants are based 
on 10 years of data, which include laboratory 
analyses of crude protein content and fatty 
acid profiles of pollen, field observations of 
bee preferences, pollen and nectar profiles 
of plant species that bees actually use in 
apiary sites, and demonstration of plantations 
throughout various geographic regions and 
climates in New Zealand. 

Research results are provided to farmers, 
beekeepers, gardeners and public land 
managers, along with training on how 
to create low-maintenance bee forage 
plantations relevant to the specific land 
use operations of the landowner. We 
distribute information on our website (www.
treesforbeesnz.org) through publications and 
at conferences. 

Current work

We are currently working on a Pollen Atlas for 
identifying pollen and a Flowering Catalogue 
to illustrate the best bee plants for New 
Zealand, as well as a Riparian Planting Manual 
and a general How to Plant Manual.

Our new MPI SFF grant for 2019 to 2022 
provides funding to build capacity in New 
Zealand for scaling up planting for bees. We 
will train people on what, how and when to 
plant, develop easy access online tools to 
assist landowners with creating bee forage 
plantations, and increase the diversity, quality 
and abundance of superior bee plants for the 
nursery trade. 

Figure 2. Trustees signing the New Zealand Trees for Bees Research Trust Deed in Havelock North. 
Left to right: Jeremy Williams, Angus McPherson, Linda Newstrom-Lloyd and Ross Little. The fifth 

trustee, Des Kavanagh, was absent from this particular meeting. Photo ©Trees for Bees.

Figure 3. Honey bee approaching flowers of Amur cork tree 
(Phellodendron amurense).

Figure 4. Honey bee approaching flowers of walnut tree (Juglans spp.). 
Photos ©Trees for Bees.


